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The Italians have their own bishop in one city, and in
New York there are missions to the Chinese and to the
Negroes sufficient to make a miniature Catholic Church,
with its internationalism and missions for the United
States. The element of jealousy engendered by the differ-
ent nationalities for the moment negatives a great deal
of the influence of Catholicism, but the Catholics will
soon have become complete citizens of the United States
and will have found their feet. During the past thirty
years there have been so many shiploads of Central
European migrants arriving, that much of the work of
the Church has been disorganised. These immigrants are
unlike the old settlers who came to obtain religious free-
dom. They have only come out because Europe has
treated them none too well; they have nothing to lose
and have come to make money. Everything around them
is new except the Catholic Church, and they instinctively
turn to this in their loneliness. So much is this the case
that many Americans consider a Catholic cannot be a
worthwhile American, and the best comment of Cardinal
O'Connell on this has been: "Surely you can love both
your Father and your Mother, why therefore can you not
love your Church and your Country?"
The question of the Catholic influence on the United
States came very prominently to the fore when Mr.
Al Smith, the Governor of New York, stood as democratic
candidate for the Presidency, in 1928. He was attacked
on all sides with the argument that a good Roman Catholic
could not make a good leader of the United States. His
reply is worth quoting: "I have never known any conflict
between my official duties and my religious belief/
Said Mr. Smith: "In my public life I have exemplified